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TO THR EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Sim—As you have had the kindness to comply with my request, by inserting 
in your February number, Mr. Skinner’s remarks upon the words Jehovah and 
Elohim, I send you, according to promise, his remarks upon the words Ado- 
nai and Elohak. 1 wish to invite the attention of your learned Correspondents 
to this extract in particular, as I have great doubts whether his deductions are 
well supported ; which they can orily be, I should imagine, by shewimg that 
his theory accords with the uniform usage of the sacred writers. Gesenius, 
and after him Professor Stuart, appear to consider the use of Elohah the simgu- 
jar, as the Poetic idiom; and that of Elohim the plural, asthe prosaic. But this 
I very much question. However I submit the whole to your consideration and 

that of your Correspondents. A CONSTANT READER. 


Bur besides the two words, “ Jenovan,” “ Arem,” [Elohim,] 
‘‘ Lorn,” “Gop,” applicable, as I have shewn to the Trinity in 
general, it is proper that I direct your attention to other two 
words, likewise rendered ‘ Lorn,’ and ‘Gop;’ which’ words. are 
applied restrictively, 1 had almost said, exclusively, to him, in whom, 
as the great author of the vocation wherewith they are called,) 
hristians will always rejoice and say, “* Thou art the King of glo- 
ry, O Christ.” The first of these remarkable words is ¢ Adon,’ 
or ‘ Adoni,’ [Adonai]; which is translated * xvgcos,’ * Dominus,’ 
‘Lord To the latin * dominus,’ ‘ Lord,’ as implying ‘ dominion,’ 
‘ lordship,’ ‘ authority,’ &c. the word * 4dont,’ [Adonai,] in its true 
and radical sense, has a marked affinity. But this is a sense 
wholly foreign to the radical import of the word ‘ JeHovan,’ with 
which it is frequently joined, and with a kind of emphasis, by the 
prophet Ezekiel—* Apon1, [Adonai,] Jenovan, the Lord God.”’* 
This is a striking peculiarity in that mystical writer, which to the 
Jews, who always, in reading the Scriptures, substitute * Adonai,’ 
for ‘ Jehovah,’ has proved a real stumbling block. For, whether 
to pronounce the words of Ezekiel, ‘ Adonai Elohim,’ or ‘ Elohim 
Adonai,’ they know not. Even our translators have, in this pas- 
sage, and in many others, been forced to render ‘Jenovan’ by the 
word ‘Gop,’ contrary to their common practice. The Septuagint, 
however, have retained their usual vocable, and have rendered 
Ezekiel’s words ‘ zugeos, xugcos,’ * Lord, Lord.’t 























*The same expression occurs in many parts of the Old Testament. But no 
where is the inaccuracy of the English more marked, than in Exodus xxxiv. 
23. Senor onde my yrRA vDTNR, being translated “ before the face of the Lord 
God, the God of Israel.” 

tSee Ezekiel ii.4. I must here notice another peculiarity in this prophet. 
In the many addresses from “ Adoni [Adonaij—Jehovak” te him, Ezekiel al- 
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Now that this word ‘Adoni,’ { Adonai,] although, from its forma- 
tion, found applicable to others, is yet particularly applicable to 
Christ, in his compound character, as the ‘ 6urGetov zu’ (to use 
Origen’s words,) we have two unquestionable authorities. First, 
we find the evangelist St. John, referring us to the language of 
Isaiah, and then applying that language to Jesus of Nazareth, in 
the following pointed manner: ** These things, said Esaias, when 
he saw his glory, and spake of him.”* On turning, however, 
to the passage in Isaiah, to which St. John refers, we find it com- 
mencing thus: “In the year wherein Uzziah died, I saw Adoni 
[Adonai] (not Jehovah) sitting upon a throne,” &c. Nay, 
throughout the whole of what Isaiah saw, on that occasion, though 
‘Jenovan’ is once and again noticed as being present, yet it is 
invariably * Adoni,’ [Adonai,] who is represented as the ‘ Locos,’ 
or chief speaker. Thus the prophet affirms,“ ! heard the voice 
of Adoni, [ Adonai,] saying, Whom shall J send, and who will go 
for us ”°+ It was 4doni{ Adonai] also who sent the prophet,{ and 
it was Adoni [Adonai| to whomthe prophet addressed himself— 
‘¢ and I said, Adoni, [Adonai,] how long?” It is clear, therefore, 
that the ‘Adoni’ [Adonai] of Isaiah is the ‘ Christ’ of St. John; 
and whether the title be justly ascribed or not, St. John is respon- 
sible. 

But we have higher authority, even than St. John’s, for the ti- 
tle being ascribed in the Scriptures of the Old Testament to ‘Christ,’ 
and which puts his identity with ‘Jenovan’ beyond all dispute. 
We have our Lord himself personally claiming to himself the 
‘ Adoni’ [ Adonai] of the 110th Psalm. “ What thiok ye of Christ? 
whose Son is he?” asks Jesus of the Pharisees. ‘They say unto 
him, The Son of David. He saith unto them, How then doth 
David in Spirit, (or being inspired,) call him Lord, (Adoni, [Ado- 
nai,] 9}"}N—io the original,) saying the Lord said unto my Lord 
C349 ? CON3—Vehovah said unto Adoni,) [ Adonai, ] sit 
thou,”’§ &c. Here the evident distinction, not merely in sound 
but in sense between the titles ‘Jenovan’ and Apont,’ [ Adonai.] 
when added to the arguments already produced, from the proph- 
ets Isaiah and Ezekiel must evince to the biblical student this 
great, but mysterious truth, that ‘ Aponi’ [Adonai] personally, and 


ways styles himself “‘ Son of Man ;” the very title which, in the New Testa- 
ment, Christ assigns to himself. I have been long investigating this peculiari- 
ty of expression, but have never been able, in any satisfactory manner, to ac- 


eount for it. 


*St. John xii. 383—41, compared with Isaiah vi, 1. 


tThis important speciality the LXX have miserably obscured ; but the at- 
tentive christian will know what use to make of it. 


tVerse 9, compare St. Matt. xxiii. 34. 
#See St. Matt. xxii, 41—45. and Ps. cx. 1. 
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‘ Jenovan’ conjunctly, belong to, and are predicated of Christ our 
Saviour. 

Ihave acknowledged that the title ‘ Adoni’ [Adonai] is not in 
itself a title descriptive of Deity, or peculiar to Deity. Yet it is 
a title both applicable and highly significant in the application, to 
some situation, position or relation, in which Deity, Jehovah, stands, 
or may stand to man. To open up this ‘hidden wisdom,’ St. Peter 
supplies us with the necessary key. He first quotes the very pas- 
sage of the 110th Psalm, on which we have been commenting ; 
and then draws from it the following conclusion—* Therefore, 
let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God (Jehoveh by 
the reference) hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have cruci- 
fied, both Lord (Adon) and Christ.”"** How similar is this language 
to what the Psalmist makes use of, in speaking of the patriarch 
Joseph, an acknowledged type of the Messiah—* The king made 
him Lord (}$\N—-4don) of his house.”} It can never be said, 
that this * making,’ or, in other words, appointment of Pharaoh, 
had any relation to Joseph’s pre-existent state. It was a tempora- 
ry cession of, and appointment of Joseph to, the regal dignity of 
Egypt; and it was such an appointment, as, with due allowances 
for the inevitable defectiveness of parallel, between the type and 
the original, may be, with great force of truth, brought forward 
to explain St. Peter’s meaning, in the passage above cited.{ 

Should it happen, that the Apostles’ language, (in terming the 
crucified Jesus a ‘ mape Lorp,’) shall be perverted to the purpose 
of supporting the debasing doctrines, which I feel myself in duty 
bound to oppose ; and to which doctrines, in the eye of the ordi- 
nary observer, it may seem to afford some countenance, I shall 
certainly, before concluding the task which | have assigned to 
myself, effectually deprive my adversaries of this handle, by shew- 
ing the fallacy of every such attempt. In the mean time, I shall 
only farther observe, with respect to the merits of the title Adon, 
that to prevent any confusion, which might arise to him, * who 
delights in the law of the Lord, and meditates thereon,’ from the 
circumstance of the titles ‘ 4don’ and ‘ Jehovah,’ being both trans- 
lated Lorp, the printers of all the best editions of the English 
Bible have, in some measure, made a distinction, by printing the 
word ‘ Lorp’ in capital letters, when it stands for the title ‘Jeno- 
vaH,’ but when for ‘ Apon1,’ [Adonai,] by printing it in the same 


*Acts ii. 36. tPs. cv. 21. 


tI have set my King,” saith Jehotah (in 2d Psalm,) “upon my holy hill of 
Zion,” &c. I shall give him the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for his possession.” Thus it was, that Christ was ‘“ made 
Lord of God's house, and ruler of all his substance.” Again it was said of 
Joseph, that when “ Pharaoh set him over all the land of Egypt,” &c. (Gen. 
xli. 41, 42, 43,) “they cried before him, Bow the knee.”—“ x the name of 
Jesus, that name which is above every name, every knee should bow,” &c. is 
the declaration of St. Panl—Phillip. ii. 9, 10. 
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character with the text. Thus the English reader may learn to 
discriminate, and every reader ought to discriminate, if the above 
remarks be worthy of regard. 

I come now to the other word, which I have informed you is 
applied restrictively, if not exclusively to ‘Christ,’ and which is 
translated ‘Gon,’ as well as the word “ cn bx—Alein” [ Elo- 
him]—it is the word “ = 5y¢—Alue,” [Elohah] :—a word, about 
whose construction and import, there has been warm disputation 
among scriptural criticks. It is acknowledged to belong to the 
root ¢ Tox—Ale,’ [Alah]; and, but for the Hebrew points, those 
modern shifts of rabbinical infidelity, the word would at first sight 
discover itself to be the singular participle passive of the verb 


mby"—by that established sign of the passive voice, the }, or 
au, in the third order. - Whatever therefore shall be found to be 


the radical, inherent meaning of the active plural ‘ ony 
-lleim,’ [Elohim,] (of which plural noun, this passive ‘ >) >N— 
Alue,’ [Elohah,} cannot, without doing violence to grammar, and 
without bordering on blasphemy, be made the singular, any more 
than ‘amatus’ can be made the singular of ‘ amantes ;’) then the 
word § s35yx¢—Alue,* [Elohah,] must retain, and must express, in a 
passive form, something of the meaning of its root, ‘ Ale,’ [Alah,] 


and of its cognate ‘ Aleim,’ [Elohim.] But as ¢ = Syp—-Ale’ [ Alah] 
is incontestably used in the sense of ‘swearing,’ ‘of taking an 
oath,’ under the penalty of a ‘curse,’/—or, ‘ of engaging under a 
curse,’ as Archdeacon Sharp and his associates are constrained to 
admit, it must follow, that ‘ Aleim,’ [Elohim,] active and plural, 
must signify ‘ engagers ;? and that ‘ dive,’ [Elohah,] passive and 
singular, must signify * one engaged,’ &c. 

That I am not furnished with equal authorities from Scripture, 
how and where to apply ‘ Alve,’ [Elohah,] in this sense, as | have 
shewn myself to be furnished with, for the sense and application 
of the word ‘ Adoni,’ [Adonai,] I am not in the least afraid to ac- 
knowledge, while allowed to call in the aid of a commentator sufhi- 
ciently qualified for the task of enabling me to give to the word 
‘Alue,. [Elohah,] the same restrictive application, which I have 
been enabled to give to the word ‘Adoni,’ [Adonai.] That clear 
and boldly decisive text of St. Paul, for which he produces author- 
ity, gives me both the explication and the application of the title 
* Alue,’ [Elohah]; and, to rest satisfied with what an inspired apos- 
tle has declared, can never be to my discredit, or to the discredit 
of the Christian reader. ‘Christ,’ saith St. Paul, ‘hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being mape a curse (xaTaga exe- 
cratio) for us: For it is written, Cursed is every one, that hangeth 


ena tree’* 
*Ga!l. ui. 13. 
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I am not ignorant of the shifts and subterfuges to which some 
haye resorted, to deprive the Christian scheme of this gracious 
title ‘ Alwe,’ [Elohah] ; and to make of it any thing, or nothing, 
rather than admit, that the ‘ xervaga’ of St. Paul is, at the great- 
est distance, signified by it, or included in it. It is certain, from 
the tenour of St. Paul’s reasoning, that our redemption does, in 
deed, and in truth, depend upon the ‘curse’ being laid on him, 
‘whom Jehovah had made strong for himself” ‘ Let thy hand be 
upon him, the man of thy right hand, the Son of Man,’ exclaims 
the Psalmist ;* in the very terms in which he had invoked Jehovah— 
‘when he saw the angel, that smote the people, &c. ‘Ler tny 
HAND be against me, and against my Father’s house.t 'That Christ 
bore this ‘ curse,’ the original and legal ‘curse,’ pronounced against 
sin, and bore it for mankind at large, who would have sunk under 
the insnpportable weight of it, is current, Scriptural doctrine, as 
well as the positive and explicit affirmation of St. Paul, and has 
been the faith and hope of Christians in all ages. And what a de- 
lightful reflection is it to think, that this our great Alve, [ Elohah, | 
he who ‘ was made a curse for us,’ is introduced, by his evangelist, 
as opening his mouth, on his entrance into his public ministry on 
earth, with ‘ sressinc.’ Nothing indeed but benediction, through 
the whole course of his ministry, is found to proceed from his 
gracious lips. For, until the consummation of all things, when 
he shali divest himself of the character of * Alue,’ [Elohah,] the 
Son of God forbears from pronouncing a malediction even on his 
enemies. Thenindeed the case will be altered, when ‘ sitting on 
the throne of his glory,’{ and having addressed those on his right 
hand, with a ‘Come ye blessed, he shall at last throw off the 
* zetaoa,’ from himself to those who would not accept a release 
from it at his hand, pronouncing their awful doom, in that dread- 
ful sentence, ‘Depart from me, ye cursed, &c. This at once 
fixes their doom, or determ*‘~es its duration ; as, according to the 
Christian plan, there canbe _ restoration to favour, but by. Christ ; 
and, from him, from his pres_ace and protection, the cursed on the 
left hand are to be banished for ever. 

The import of the word ‘ Alue, [Elohah,] here contended for, 
(and I call upon the gainsayers of that import, to produce authori- 
ties equally strong for any other,) were it properly recognized, 
and kept in view, would discover to us, in those passages where 
the word occurs, a particular beauty and emphasis, which the 
idea assigned to the word ‘Gop,’ must of necessity conceal, and, 
in some cases, wholly destroy. This may be proved from the 


*Psalm Ixxx. 17. 
12 Sam. xxiv. 17.— Whose Son is Christ ? They say unto him, the Son of 


David.” 
tSt. Matth, xxv. 24. to the end. 
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following example, selected out of many. In that rapturous song 
of the prophet Habakkuk, upon Sigionoth, we read— God came 
from Teman, and the holy one from mount Paran;’ the original 


words are—P9N 5°77 WTP) NID? [OND ON, literary 
in our language—‘ Alue [Elohah] will come (‘nte, LXX. veniet, 
Latin) from the right hand, and the sanctified One from the mount 
of splendour.”"* ‘The Alue [Elohah] in the first clause of the sen- 
tence is the quedush [kadosh] in the second clause, and ‘ wryap’ 


is a title which belongs peculiarly to Christ.f While the prophet’s 
declaration being expressed in the future tense * ¥43}’—will come,’ 
must point to the second coming of the ‘wD MON, ‘who 
now sitteth at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father.’ 
This connected view of the words, used by Habakkuk, I find 
particularly noticed by the learned Witsius, who says, that, ‘ by 
that very curse, of which the cross was the symbol, Christ was 
sanctified..{| And he quotes a Cloppenburgius to the following 
effect: ‘In this lay the mystery of expiation, that by a curse, the 
victims were consecrated ; for it was necessary to devote them to 
a curse, for obtaining a blessing from heaven upon them: and so 
Christ made expiation for us, by being made a curse, when he 
sanctified himself for us, and was, by the Father, sanctified through 
sufferings."§ Both these writers lived prior to the time of the 


contest about the meaning of the terms canbe? and ‘yx.’ 
This, in so far, may serve to rid my interpretation of the charge 
of novelty; and evidently shews, that St. Paul’s example was, 
by them, considered as warrant sufficient to justify their adoption 
of both his sentiment and mode of expression; which, although 
Dr. Sharp, and the writers on his side, pretend to shudder at, I, 
for own part, and I hope many a good Christian with me, 
rejoice in them, as the sure foundation of all our comfort. 

Having now shewn, that, according to the uniform style of the 
Old Testament in “‘Jenovan Axeim,” (the two most frequent de- 
signations of Deity—the first of nature, and the other of office,) 
there is One, to whom Scripture assigns other two titles, or words 
of designation, peculiarly restrictive to him—‘ Aponr’ [Adonai] 
Lord, and ‘ Ave’ [Elohah] God ; and that, by the New Testa- 
ment appeal to the Old Testament record, this One is our * Curist,’ 
it will be allowed, I hope, that according tothe Christian scheme, 
taken in its full extent, Christ, the author and giver of it, is 
described under what I may call three branches of character, 
‘ Being,’ * Acting, and * Suffering.’ As ‘Jehovah,’ Christ is—sres, 
or exists; as ‘ Adoni,’ [ Adonai, | he acts; as ‘ Alue,’ [Elohah,] he 
surFrers. The first branch ef character is inherent and essential, 


*Habak. iii. 3. +St. John x. 36. and xvii. 19. 
$Heb. ii. 10. 


tWitsii Miscel. vol. 1, p. 509. 
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the other two are not essential, but official and assumed. Thus 
Christ is Jehovah by nature, Adoni [Adonai] by commission, and 
Alue, [Elohah,] by voluntary condescension. This the whole code of 
Scripture demonstrates; but with this distinction, that it is the Old 
Testament which affords the proofs, while the Vew Testament makes 
the application. Our Saviour himself being witness, it is the Old 
Testament which ‘ testifies of him ;** in proof of which, ‘ beginning 
at Moses and the prophets,’ he did, on a certain occasion, expound 
to his disciples, ‘in all the Scriptures, the things concerning him- 
self;’t while his apostle, St. Paul, did ‘persuade’ those who came 
to him, in his lodging at Rome, ‘ concerning Jesus, both out of the 
law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.’{ 
So little ground is there for the derogatory opinion, which too 
many, calling themselves Christians, have formed, regarding the 
present usefulness of the scriptures of the Old Testament: an 
opinion, in which all the avowed enemies of the doctrine of a Trinity 
in Unity, do boldly triumph ; the more on this, greatly to be re- 
gretted, account, that they are confirmed in this opinien, by some 
ef the avowed friends of that essential doctrine. 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


REMARKS 


On James ii, 10—‘* Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” 

Tuis passage, in the hands of infidelity, has been subject to cavil 
and misconstruction. It is pretended by the patrons of irreligion, 
that the Divine Being is here represented as ascribing to men the 
guilt of sins, which they never actually committed. From a care- 
fal and candid examination it will appear that the Apostle intend- 
ed no such representation, and that his language is not fairly 
chargeable with an implication to that effect. 

In the verses, which stand before, the Hebrew Christians are 
reproved for their pride, which discovered itself in their treat- 
ment of the poor.. * Ye,” says the Apostle, “have despised the 
poor.” Those converts appear not to have realized, distinctly, 
that such conduct was sinful. The moral sense of the Jews had 
become dull. The law in that particular, being, as in many other 
cases, either overlooked or misinterpreted, men scarcely suspect- 
ed themselves guilty of violating a command, when they despised 
and misused the poor. And when the profession of Judaism came 
to be exchanged for that of Christianity, they who once held the 
honours and advantages of the Mosaick law “ with respect to per- 


*St. John vy. 39. ‘St. Luke xxiy. 27. *Acts xxviii. 23, 














ee 














80 Remarks on James ii. 10. [ 1825. 


sons,”’ passed into the corresponding errour of “ holding the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ with respect to persons.” They seem to 
have been satisfied with a vague indeterminate acquiescence in 
the terms of the Gospel, without a particular and full abandon- 
ment of their evil habits. Some, perhaps, secretly entertained 
the hope, that they should not be accounted the worse Christians, 
nor be less under the smiles of divine favour, for retaining one fa- 
vourite and long cherished vice, provided they were in other re- 
spects exact in their attention to sacred duty. 

This was the special errour, both of principle and practice, 
combatted by St. James. He points those people to the divine 
commands, reciting one, which directly and specihcally forbade 
the course they were holding. ‘ Ye do well, if ye fulfil the royal 
law according to the Scriptures,” but ye «do not fulfil it; for it says 
expressly, ‘thou shalt not bear any grudge against the children 
of thy people; but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.¥ 
Surely ye do not keep this command if ye despise the poor; the 
law convicts you as transgressors. Now the law is to be regard- 
ed as a system, having unity and dependency in all its parts, and, 
as was said in another case, “if one of the members suffer, all the 
members suffer with it.” If you live in the violation of one com- 
mand, you dishonour the whole system as really, not indeed as 
greatly, as if you violated many commands. Was not Adam con- 
demned for one act of disobedience? Was a single transgression 
in his case esteemed as no transgression? Was the punishment, 
with which sin had been threatened, forborne, because in all oth- 
er respects Adam “ was found faithful”? Could the father of our 
race deny, with any colour of reason or argument, that he had 
broken and dishonoured the divine law, because he had not brok- 
en and dishonoured every particular part of it? Certainly not, 
for it is a part of the law itself, that “‘ whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point,” he, by that one offence, 
or rather by that one mode of offence, contracts a guilt, which 
brings him within the curse ; as it is written, “ cursed be he that 
confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them,” or as St. 
Paul has it, *“* cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
written in the book of the law to do them.” 

Such is the doctrine asserted by St. James; andI judge from 
the drift of his remarks, as well as from the nature of the case, 
that he would have supported it by some such argument as the 
above. 

This view of the subject will be still more clear, if we consid- 
er the succeeding verse. “He that said, do not commit adultery, 
said also, do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if 
thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.” Thus 
murder is forbidden by the same Law-giver, who forbade adultery. 
And his authority is as reglly, if not in the same degree, opposed 
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and dishonoured by the violation of one of these laws, as by the 
violation of both of them. ‘ Disobedience to God,” says a sensible 
writer, “with respect to any one law, is, in effect, a denial of his 
authority to prescribe any law to us; and of course lays a founda- 
tion for universal disobedience.” For if the rights of providence, 
o1 the sovereignty of Almighty God be denicd in one instance, they 
may, upon the same principle, be denied in every instance. If 
there is good reason for obeying one command, that reason equal- 


ly lays us under obligation to obey the whole law. And if there 


is good reason for violating one coumand, that reason will justify 
us, if we violate all the parts of the law. The law of God is a 
system, made up of concatenated or mutually dependent parts. It 


we abridge it, either in theory or practice, in even the least par- 
ticular, we mutilate and dishonour the whole system. A certain 
principle in the physical system of God has been thus expressed, 


“ From nature’s chain whatever link you strike, 
Tenth or ten thousandth, breaks the chain alike.” 


In this case, the cause, which destroys a single link, tends to 
the destruction of the whole chain, and eventually it must accom- 
plish such destruction but for the interference of some powerful 
counteraction. Sin—the very principle of sin, has the same ten- 
dency as respects the system of divine legislation—Thus it is ev- 
ident, that the Divine Being, was not intended to be represented, 
nor is represented, by St. James as ascribing to men the guilt of 
sins, which they never actually committed, but rather as ascribing 
to the violator of a single statute, a principle, or disposition hos- 
tile to the legislation of God, generally. And in this he was un- 
doubtly correct. CARDAN. 





EXTRACTS 
FROM A SERMON ON THE CHURCH, 


DELIVERED BEFORE 


THE ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, N. C. 
By the Rt. Rev. John Stark Ravenscroft, D. D. 


For the convenience of the reader, the following Extracts are arranged un- 
der separate heads, with appropriate titles. Did the limits of the Advocate 
admit, instead of making selections, the Conductors would be desirous of in- 
serting this excellent sermon entire—The text is from Amos, chapter vii, 
verse 8. By whom shall Jacob arise ? for he is small. 

NECESSITY OF DIVINE AID. 

And by whom, my brethren and friends, can Zion “ arise and 

shake herself from the dust, and put on her beautifu garments, 
1] GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. V. 


CEOEDS TENE Raia > 
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and become the praise ef the whole earth,” but by that Almighty 
arm which uphoids the universe ; by that ever living head, who 
hath pledged his promise, that the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against her. 

On that promise I am built; on that providence I am staid; 
and when I consider the marked interposition of his hand in the 
commencement and progress of this work; when I reflect, that 
by him who inspireth the counsels and ordereth the doings of 
the children of men, I meet you here this day, in the station 
which I fill in his Church; I bend in humble adoration before 
his wonder working power; I rely with unshaken confidence, 
in his abiding faithfulness; and give myself to the work, in the 
firm belief that the set time to favour Zion is come. Well may 
we say, dear brethren, ‘‘ what hath God wrought!” and in 
contemplation of what he hath already done, be strengthened 
and encouraged to be workers together with him, in building 
up the waste places of Jerusalem. I have been among them, 
my brethren—among the earliest records of the piety of our fore- 
fathers; and my heart yearned over the ancient and decaying, 
and now too often silent temples. I have been among the an- 
cient Simeons and Annas, servants of the Lord, who * take 
pleasure in the stones, and favour even the dust of Zion; who 
have prayed and fainted not, through a long night of darkness 
and bereavement; and | have seen the smiie of transport, and 
the flush of hope, and the fervour of devout and grateful praise, 
light up their patriarchal countenances, as the promise of a 
brighter day dawned upon their children; and | felt that it 
would not be disappointed. 

PIETY OF COMMUNICANTS. 

But while it is by the Lord only, that Jacob can arise, it is by 
the use of means within our reach, by joining our earnest endeay- 
ours to our united prayers, that this most desirable work is to be 
carried on and effected. 

First, then, because of the highest concernment, let us, my 
brethren, ever bear in mind, from what causes the depression 
and downfal of the Church originally proceeded, and guard 
carefully against a return of the same evil. Throughout the 
whole history of God’s dealings with his Church, we may see, 
that the light of his countenance upon his people, or the hidings 
of his face from them ; the communication of his favour to them, 
and the infliction of his judgments on them, have ever been 
regulated, according as piety or ungodiiness prevailed among 
them. Now, all these things, we are instructed, “ happened 
unto them for ensamples, and are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come.” Happy, then, 
will it be for us, my brethren and hearers, if we take warning 
by this more recent example and proof, that the same order of 
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his providence yet subsists; and keep ourselves from the evil 
way of profession without practice, religion without holiness. 
Many suppose, that in the Episcopal Church, a greater laxity 
is allowed, than in other denominations. But this manifests a 
total ignorance of all our institutions. No countenance is given 
or allowed to what is sinful; nor can any denomination pretend 
to greater strictness, than is required by the Canons and Ru- 
bricks of the Church. We cannot help it, my bretbren, if per- 
sons whose conduct is a scandal to all Christian profession, will 
call themselves Episcopalians: the discipline of the Church can 
be applied only to those who are known and received as com- 
municants; and by those, compared with any other denomina- 
tion, we fear not to be tested; yet with us, whatever may be the 


case with other professions, we know and confess, that much of 


the old leaven has to be purged out; and this will we do, if 
God permit. 

To this point, then, my brethren, let us bend our united at- 
tention; taking away occasion from those who seek it, and 
wiping out the reproach against us; firmly setting our faces 
against all conformity with the world in its ungodliness; and 
withholding our fellowship from all who walk disorderly. This 
we owe to our own souls, to the honour of God, to the credit and 
advancement of the Church, and to the souls of others; we owe 
it to that forbearing goodness which has once more revived us, 
and in agreement with which only, can we hope to prosper. 

DOCTRINES OF THE CHURCH. 

That Jacob may arise as Jacob, it is essential that the doctrines 
and worship prescribed in the articles and liturgy of the Church, 
be faithfully preached and adhered to by all of her communion. 

On you my brethren of the clergy, depend the hopes of the 
Church in this diocese, for this means of resuscitation. This 
precious deposit she has committed to your fidelity, and at your 
hands does she require that it be exercised for the increase of 
the body. 

On the doctrines of the cross, maintain your stand, my reverend 
brethren. Preach them in the simplicity and sincerity of hearis 
that feel them, with the earnestness of men, who wish to save 
their own souls and the souls of others. The entire spiritual 
death, and alienation of man from God, by the entertainment of 
sin; the reconciliation of God to the world, by the sufferings and 
death of his only begotten Son; the atonement of his blood; jus- 
tification by faith ; acceptance through the merits of the Saviour ; 
conversion of the heart to God; holiness of life, the only evidence 
of it, and the grace of God, in the renewal of the Holy Ghost, 
the sole agent from first to last, in working out our salvation from 
sin here, and from hell hereafter. In fewer words, “ salvation by 
grace, through faith, not of works, lest any man should boast.”’ 
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But with these vital and Heaven-blessed doctrines, other 
points of edification to those of your charge, and to your gen- 
eral hearers, will require your attention, my reverend brothers; 
particularly that of the distinctive character of the Church. On 
this, a most lamentable ignorance prevails, and most unfounded 
opinions are becoming established, not only among Episco- 
palians, but at large. To permit this ignorance to continue 
undisturbed, is to be false to our ofdination vows, to our 
acknowledged principles, to the interests of our communion, 
and to the souls committed to our care; and however amiable 
in appearance, the principle on which we act may be, reflection 
shews it to be a mistaken one, and experience proves it to have 
been injurious. If we hold principles that are indefensible, let us 
abandon them. But if they are our principles, interwoven into 
the very frame of our polity—impregnable in their truth, and es- 
sential in the great work we have in hand; let us not appear 
ashamed of them, or weakly afraid of the consequences, and thus 
become parties to that miserable delusion, which weakens us as 
a body, strengthens the ranks of our adversaries, and, | will fear- 
lessly say, weakens the cause of true religion, by tacitly owning 
one division after another, until the great master principle of 
the Church of God, its unity, is merged in the mass of Christian 
names and swallowed up by the indiflerence and infidelity thus 
fostered. 

ADHERENCE TO THE LITURGY. 

That Jacob may arise in his true character, a steadfast and uni- 
form adherence to the liturgy and offices of the Charch, as set 
forth in the book of Common Prayer, and administration of the 
sacraments must be observed. 

In this duty, itis my happiness to believe, that you, my 
reverend brethren, are found faithful. As honest mean—inde- 
pendent of your Christian character, I could expect no less. 
But in this liberal and latitudinarian age, this duty is sometimes 
rendered painful, by the wish to yield in some degree to the 
prejudices of a mixed congregation; and by the hope, that con- 
forming in this respect, they may be won over. In aid of this 
dereliction of duty, the points objected, are artfully represented 
as things indifferent in themselves, and therefore to be yielded 
in favour of Christian fellowship. All this, however, is mere 
pretence ; for if they are points really indifferent, the fault must 
ever be with those, who on such grounds separate themselves, 
from what never can be viewed with indifference by any serious 
person. And whatever pretences may be urged, they are all 
fallacious, and proved to be so by experience. For whatever 
the principle of accommodation may be capable of in other 
hings, it has ever failed in points of religious dissent—and I 
am yet to learn, in what instances the surrender of principles, 
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or even of distinctive points, has profited those who have tried 
the dangerous experiment. My brethren, the attempt has ever 
been in vain, and has issued in weakening and degrading those 
who have resorted to it; and the reason is obvious: Princi- 
ples, religious principles ‘especially, are presumed to be well 
considered—adopted as the best, and on the highest authority. 
To hold them then, as things that may be dispensed with, may 
be accommodated, may be yielded, is viewed as the mark of a 
weak or an insincere mind. 
FAMILY RELIGION. 

For the increase and advancement of true godliness, let me re- 
commend the observance and cultivation of family religion. 

Without this root and spring, under God, of all holy desires, all 
good counsels, and all just works, hope is vain for the Church 
and the State; we shall sink into a nation of infidels, 

That the practice has declined in the families of professing 
Christians; that it is abandoned in all others, is known by all 
who hear me at this moment. And that the consequences are 
the bitter fruit of increasing crime and profaneness, is recorded 
in every court, and witnessed by every sabbath. 

But, my brethren and hearers, could this be so, were the 
principles of our holy religion, early and carefully instiiled into 
the minds of the rising hope of this great and growing Christian 
nation? Was the fear of God, and the reverence of his most 
holy name, and the observance of his worship, and the 
knowledge of his life-giving precepts, inculcated and maniiested 
in our families, would so little of it be seen in the world? Awake, 
then, from this torpor, ye Christian fathers and mothers—from 
this deadly delusion of adulterated religion, which is so fast 
swallowing up the dearest hope you can entertain of a happy 
eternity, with those who are dearest to you here. ‘Trample 
under your feet, those pestilent doctrines which inevitably lead 
to this criminal neglect, by confiding the hope, and by neces- 
sary consequence, the duties of the gospel, to a chosen few. 
Arise to the blessed assurance of God’s publick message by his 
only begotten Son—* that he hath not appointed you or them 
to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ ;” 
‘‘ who by the grace of God, tasted death for every man.” Be- 
lieve this his true and faithful word, against all the sophistry of 
men ; diligently use and apply the means provided by the wis- 
dom and goodness of God, for your advancement in knowledge, 
and growth in grace; and no longer suffer your children to 
grow up like the wild ass’ colt, alike ignorant of God and of 
themselves, of the word of his grace, of his sabbaths, his ordi- 
nances, his mercies, his judgments, and that eternity, in which 
all these end, and where you and they must meet, to enjoy or 
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to suffer forever, according to the improvement or abuse here, 
of the talents committed to your trust. 

Oh! it is an awakening thought to contemplate a godless 
gospel family, assembled before the judgement seat of Christ, 
and to carry out the consequence to the misery that awaits them ; 
and that misery doubled by the near and dear ties which con- 
nect them; Hell made hotter by the endless reproach—we 
neglected our children’s souls—my father and mother hardened 
me against God—they trained me to perdition. 

Oh! it is a heart-cheering, soul-enlivening vision, to go in 
the mind’s meditation, with the faithful father and mother, to 
the same awful tribunal, and see the holy confidence with which 
they stand and say— Behold us, Lord, and the children thou 
hast given us.” We have taught them thy fear; and by thy 
grace kept them in the way; we surrender them to thy mercy, 
through thy dear Son. Well done, good and faithful servants, 
ye have been faithful in a few things, enter ye into the joy of 
your Lord.” But who can speak that joy when all the dear ties 
of nature in this life shall be refined, purified and perpetuated 
in glory ; when conjugal, parental and filial love, shall be swal- 
lowed up, but not lost, in the love and enjoyment of God for ever. 

And is this, dear brethren, a result, in the one case to be 
shunned as destruction ; in the other to be desired as life? Oh, 
if it be! (and what Christian parent does not feel that it is all 
this ?)—let the plain and certain road to the attainment of this 
blessedness, be pursued by all. Discard for ever, my brethren 
and hearers, this murderous neglect of the souls of your chil- 
dren and servants; and, as you are able, call them round the 
family altar, and invoke the blessing, the promised blessing of 
God, upon your holy purpose ; restrain them from all violations 
of the Lord’s day; cultivate his fear in their hearts; and shew, 
by the example of your lives, that you fear his name, and hope 
in his mercy. 

PECUNIARY SUPPORT. 

Our pecuniary means must be reserved for the wants of our 
own communion. ‘This is so plain and obvious a duty, that at 
first sight, it would appear superfluous to mention it; yet certain 
it is, that in this respect, Episcopalians have manifested an easi- 
ness in yielding to the solicitations of other denominations, which 
can be justified on no sound principle of regard for the Church, 
or feeling sense of the wants and privations of their immediate 
brethren; and the time I think is come, when it is absolutely 
necessary to act differently. Jacob is small, and he must con- 
tinue so, if his patrimony is squandered upon strangers. It is the 
dictate of inspired wisdom, my brethren, “‘that if any provide 
not for his own, especially those of his own house—he hath de- 
nied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” This rule, both 
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of reason and religion, will apply in the closest manner, to the 
present condition of the Church in this diocese, and to the pres- 
ent duty of all the members and friends of our communion, and 
should regulate and restrain, the indiscriminate expenditure of 
her means, for purposes, which if not hostile, are certainly un- 
profitable. 

If 1 could paint to you as vividly as I have witnessed, and 
now feel, the destitute condition of our brethren—men agreeing 
in faith, doctrine and worship with ourselves, and the general 
call there is, ‘come over and help us,”—the necessity as well 
as propriety, in the trnest religious sense, of adopting and act- 
ing henceforth upon this principle, would need no enforcement 
from me. Your hearts would feel, for congregations destitute 
of ministers and ordinances ; Jacob’s feeble hands would not be 
lifted up in vain! the Church of your fathers, and of your affec- 
tions, would no longer be dry-nursed, to succour her opponents ; 
but all would be united for one object, and your bounty flow in 
one enriching stream of nourishment, growth, and strength to 
our Zion. Oh! if] had but the thousands, which have hereto- 
fore been drawn away from her exigencies, how easily would 
all our wants of this kind be supplied. It is gone, however, and 
regret will not bring it back. But if it shall teach us to adopt 
and adhere to a different course for the time to come, it will so 
far be a gain, and there is yet enough left in the piety, and af- 
fection, and affluence of the Episcopal body in this diocese, to 
meet all our reasonable demands. All that is required, is to 
act upon principle, by system. 

Much will be said against this my advice to you, my breth- 
ren; and | doubt not ‘it will be called illiberal, uncharitable, 
perhaps unchristian. But by whom will such truly unchristian 
terms be applied to it? By those only, whose interest it is 
that you should not discriminate. By those, who act themselves 
as a body, and rigidly too, upon this very principle—who have 
drawn largely on the easiness, or indifference of your liberality ; 
but have never returned a cent for the dollar, to our wants, 
and never will; or by those who cloak real disregard to all re- 
ligion, under the motley mask of equal regard for all denom- 
inations. Regard them not, therefore, my brethren; but strong 
in the soundness of the principle, and the obligation of the duty, 
as Christians and Churchmen, reserve what you have to spare in 
the service of religion, for the wants of your own communion. 
That certainly has the first and highest claim upon your ability, 
upon your bounty; a claim which no sophistry can invalidate— 
which no mistaken views of liberality and charity towards the 
Ye or the practices of others, should either weaken or de- 
eat 
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Explanation of the Collects, with Practical Addresses for Children. 
No. IIf. 


(FROM THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR.) 


COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 
Composed at the Restoration, 4. D. 1662, instead of the following, which was 
considered less suitable to the time : 


Lorn, we beseech thee give ear to our prayers, and by thy 
gracious visitation, lighten the darkness of our hearts, by our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

O Lord Jesus Christ who at thy first coming didst send thy mes- 
senger to prepare thy way before thee, grant that the ministers 
and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so prepare and make 
ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just, that at thy second coming to judge the world, 
we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight, who livest 
and reignest, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen 

To whom is this prayer addressed ? 

To our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Why is it addressed to him? 

Because he is the supreme head and governour of the Church. 
God hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be head over 
all things to the Church, which is his body, the fulness of him that 
filleth all in all. Ephes. i, 20. 23. 

Are we authorized by Scripture to pray to Christ? 

Yes. The Father hath committed all judgment to the Son, that all 
men should honour the Son even as they honour the Father: and he 
that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father. John v. 22, 23. 

Have we any promise that these prayers shall be answered ? 

Yes. This is the confidence that we have in him, that if we ask 
any thing according to his will, he heareth us. And if we know that 
he heareth us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
we desired of him. 1 John v. 14, 15. 

Can you give any example from Scripture, of prayer being 
made to Christ ? 

Stephen, when dying, cried, “* Lord Jesus receive my spirit.” 
Acts vii. 59. See also 1 Cor. xii. 8, 9. 

What conclusion do we draw from praying to Christ? 

That he is one with the Father, very and true God. This is 
the true God, and eternal life. 1 John vy. 20. Isaiah ix. 6. Zech. 
xii. 7. Johni, 1; xiv. 8.10. Acts xx. 28. Rom. ix. 5. Col. ii. 
9. Heb. i. 6. 8; xii. 8. Revel. i. 8. 

What do you mean by the first coming of Christ? 

His coming in the flesh to redeem the world. 

Whom did Jesus Christ send as his messenger? 

John the Baptist. 
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Was his coming foretold in the Old Testament ? 

Yes, by the prophet Malachi. Behold, I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before me. Mal. iii. 1; iv.5.6. Isaiah 
xl. 3. 5. Matt. xi. 14. and xvii 12,18. Luke i. 17. 

What do you mean by preparing the way before Christ? 

Inclining the hearts of men to receive him as the expected 
Messiah. 

In what manner was this preparation made ? 

By preaching repentance, in order to qualify men to obtain the 
pardon of their sins by Christ; and to direct them to him as the 
only Saviour of their souls. Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. Matt. iii. 2. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world. John i. 29. 

Who are the ministers and stewards of the mysteries of Christ? 

They who are lawfully ordained and appointed to preach the 
gospel, and administer the sacraments. Let a man so account of 
us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 

Why are they called stewards? 

Because they are entrusted with the gospel of salvation, for the 
benefit of others; and must give an account in the last day of the 
manner in which they have discharged their trust. They watch 
for your souls as they that must give account. Heb. xiii. 17. Ezek. 
xxxiii. 6. Luke xii. 42. 46. 1 Cor. iv. 2. 

Why is the gospel called a mystery ? 

Because it is a revelation of wisdom and mercy too wonderful 
for men to understand. Great is the mystery of godliness, God man- 
ifest in the flesh. 1 Tim. iii. 16. 1 Peter i. 12. 

What do you ask from God in behalf of the ministers of his 
word ? 

That they may prepare and make ready the way of Christ. 

In what manner must ministers make this preparation ? 

‘“‘ By turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just.” 

Who are the disobedient ? 

All men are so by nature. All have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God. Rom. iii. 23. Gal. iii. 22. 

What do you mean by the wisdom of the just? 

The wisdom beginning in the fear of the Lord. The wisdom 
which is from above, is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to 
be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy. James iii. 17. 1 Cor. ii. 6, 7. 

Why is it necessary to the conversion of men, that the minis- 
iers of God should preach the Gospel? 

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed ? 
and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and 
how shall they hear without a preacher? Rom x. 14. 


12 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. V. 


DET OR ROR OR E 5 ee FBS + 


nt ele narnia tag trent an Os “A 





























cass yes sibs - orl =e 








90 Explanation of the Collects. [ 1825. 


Why do you pray to God on behalf of your ministers ? 

Because they can do nothing in their own strength, but must 
depend upon God for a blessing on their endeavours to win souls. 
Neither 1s he that planteth any thing, neither ne that watereth, but 
God that giveth the increase. 1 Cor.iii.7. 2 Cor. iii. 5. and x. 4, 5. 

To what end do you thus pray for a blessing upon the preach- 
ing of your ministers ? 

In order that by their success in our conversion, we may be 
made an acceptable people in the sight of Christ, at his second 
coming to judge the world. What is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 
at his coming. 1 Thess. ii. 19. 

Why do you pray to be made acceptable in the sight of Christ? 

Because our eternal condition must be determined by the judg- 
ment which he will pass upon us. We must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, thut every one may receive the things done 
in the body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. 2 Cor. vy. 10. 

ADDRESS. 
My dear Children, 

When our Lord Jesus Christ was about to ascend into heaven, 
after having died for us on the cross, he appointed his apostles to 
preach the gospel among all nations. They did so with the great- 
est zeal and success. After they had finished their labours, and 
were entered into the rest of heaven, others ordained and appoint- 
ed by them, continued to preach among Gentiles as well as Jews, 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. Some of these holy men 
brought the knowledge of salvation into this land; and thus you 
are enabled to know the true God, and Jesus Christ whom he 
hath sent. The collect tells you that ministers are appointed by 
God, to turn yeu from sin to holiness, that you may be presented 
unblameable and unreproveable in his sight. 

What then is your duty to your ministers, who are the ambas- 
sadours of Christ, and who pray you in Christ’s stead to be recon- 
ciled to God? You should listen to their instruction with serious- 
ness and humility. You should receive their message as that of 
the servants of the Most High God, who show unto you the way 
of salvation. Christ hath said to the preachers of his word, “ He 
that heareth you, heareth me ; and he that despiseth you, despis- 
eth me; and he that despiseth me, despiseth him that sent me.” 
Do not neglect, do not trifle with the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God; but lay apart all filthiness, and superfluity of naughtiness, 
and receive with meekness the engrafted word which is able to 
save your souls. 

Pray for your ministers. Remember that their labours for you 
will be in vain, and that your souls can derive no benefit from 
their instructions, unless the Holy Spirit shall send a blessing upon 
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them. Beg of God, therefore, that they may understand the gos- 
pel, that they may be filled with the love of God, and that out of 
the abundance of the heart, their mouths may speak to his glory, 
and to your growth in grace. 

Pray also for yourselves. Beg of God that you may understand 
and improve the gospel which your ministers preach, and so lay 
to heart the promises, threatenings, and invitations of the word 
of life, which they endeavour to explain, that it may make you 
the children of God, the doers of his will, and the heirs of his 


glory. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


REVIEW. 


Tue Boox or true Cuurcu. By Rosert Soutuey, Esq. 
LL. D. Poet Laureate, &c. In two volumes. From sec- 


ond London Edition. Boston, Wells & Lilly, 1825. 


Tne literary career of Mr. Southey has been subject to those 
vicissitudes of sunshine and clouds, which usually variegate the 
prospects of one who is an Author by profession. In early 
life a brilliant imagination dazzled his understanding; and, 
while it shone with magnificent splendour in some beautiful poe- 
try, it misled his judgment, gave him false views of men, manners 
and things, and betrayed him into errours in politicks and religion, 
which in his riper years he has had'the manliness to acknowledge, 
and the honesty and vigour to correct. We are aware that the 
change in his mind, has by his enemies, or the enemies of the 
cause he has since advocated, been attributed to a mercenary 
motive ; but all who are willing to pass a candid judgment upon 
mankind will find in the history of his life and opinions enough of 
talent and fairmindedness to justify the belief, that a sincere con- 
viction of his being wrong was the operating cause of his refor- 
mation. 

We have already acknowledged the literary merit of Mr. 
Southey’s life of Wesley, in our first and second volumes.* Indeed 
his talents as an author, both in prose and poetry, are now so uni- 
versally admitted to be of the highest order, that nothing we 
could say, would, on that point, and at this period, increase or 
diminish his reputation. Nor is it the professed object of this 
journal to weigh, in a very nice balance and with critical acumen, 
the exact proportion of literary fame to which any writer is en- 
titled. We shall always feel ita duty, however, to present to 


*Vol. 1, p. 79. Vol. 2, pp. 122, 153, 181. 
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our readers some notice of those productions which are calculated 
to be useful in all places where the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the United States is flourishing or is known. We can truly say, 
on this occasion, that, in this new proof of Mr. Southey’s excel- 
lence as a master in literary composition, there is such a charm 
in the style of the work, and such interest excited and sustained 
in the narrative, that after we had began to peruse the book we 
could with difficulty put it out of our hands before we had 
finished the perusal; and we feel, as all who are attached to the 
doctrines of our Church must feel, much indebted to him for the 
conclusive demonstration, by which he has shown that ** the world 
did not contain men of stronger talents, sounder learning, or more 
exemplary lives, than were to be found among its ministers; that 
they maintained their cause with consummate ability against the 
Papists on one hand and the Puritans on the other; and that their 
triumph has been as complete as their cause was good.” 

In a concise and very neat introduction, Mr. S. informs us, that 
in these volumes he offers “‘to those, who regard with love and 
reverence the religion which they have received from their fa- 
thers, a brief but comprehensive record, diligently, faithfully, and 
conscientiously composed, which they may put into the hands of 
their children. Herein it will be seen from what heathenish de- 
lusions and inhuman rites, the inhabitants of this island (Great 
Britain) have been delivered by the Christian faith ; in what man- 
ner the best interests of the country were advanced by the clergy 
even during the darkest ages of papal domination; the errours 
and crimes of the Romish Church, and how, when its corruptions 
were at the worst, the day-break of the reformation appeared 
among us; the progress of that reformation through evil and 
through good ; the establishment of a Church pure in its doctrines, 
irreproachable in its order; beautiful in its forms; and the conduct 
of that Church proved, both in adverse and in prosperous times, 
alike faithful to its principles when it adhered to the monarchy 
during a successful rebellion, and when it opposed the monarch 
who would have brought back the Romish superstition, and, to- 
gether with the religion, would have overthrown the liberties of 
England.” p. 2. 

The work commences with the following comprehensive sketch 
of the religion of the ancient Britons.— 

“ The light of God, which at the creation was imparted to man, 
hath never been extinguished. From the patriarchs it descended 
to the prophets, and from the prophets to the apostles; but there 
were many who wandered and lost the light, and their offspring 
became inheritors of darkness. Thus it fared with our fore- 
fathers. We know not when, or from whence they reached the 
British Island: Scripture hath not recorded it, and it was in times 
beyond the reach of other history. There is reason to believe 
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that they brought with them some glimmering of patriarchal faith, 
and some traditional knowledge of patriarchal history. Other 
tribes followed at various times and from various places, some 
from the Baltic and from Germany, some from the opposite coasts 
of Belgium and Gaul, others frem Spain; the Phoenicians also 
traded here ; and our fathers being ignorant and far removed from 
those among whom the truth was preserved, received the fables 
and superstitions of the new-comers, and blended them with their 
own, till they fell at length into the abominations of idolatry.” 
Mr. S. then gives a succinct account of the Druids, their creeds, 
rites, and ceremonies, and a rapid and faithful sketch of the reli- 
gion and philosophy of the Romans who established themselves 
as conquerors in Britain; and he declares that ‘it cannot now be 
ascertained by whom the glad tidings of the Gospel were first 
brought into the Island. The most probable tradition says that it 
was Bran, the father of Caractacus, who, having been led into 
captivity with his son, and hearing the word at Rome, received 
it, and became on his return the means of delivering his country- 
men from a worse bondage. ‘The first man who laid down his 
life in Britain for the Christian faith, was Saint Alban; Saint he 
has been called for that reason, and the title may be continued to 
him in mark of honour and respect, now that it has ceased to carry 
with it a superstitious meaning to our ears.” p. 12—14. 
_We are further informed, that as the Roman power declined, 
the Caledonian tribes extended their invasion southward, when, 
to repel these invaders, the Saxons were invited, and settling in 


the land as conquerors, introduced with them another system of 


heathen idolatry. ‘+ The Saxons, Angles, and other kindred tribes 
to whom,” says Mr. S. “ we are indebted for the basis and character 
of our fine language, and of our invaluable civil institutions, were 
at the time of their establishment here a ferocious people, but 
not without noble qualities, apt for instruction, and willing to be 
instructed. ‘The change produced in Britain by the Saxon con- 
quest was greater than that which took place in any other part 
of the Western Empire, when it was broken up, and divided among 
the Gothic conquerors. Every where else they soon conformed 
to the religion, and intermingled with the inhabitants of the con- 
quered provinces, so that a mixed speech presently grew up, re- 
taining more of its Roman than of its Barbarick origin. But the 
Roman tongue and the Roman religions, the unfashionable and 
unpatronized rites of its perishing Paganism, as well as the flour- 
ishing forms of its corrupted Christianity, were at once swept 
away from that largest and finest portion of Britain, in which the 
conquerors fixed themselves ; and the Christian religion, as a pub- 
lick establishment, disappeared from the Kingdoms of the Hep- 
tarchy for about a hundred and fifty years.” p. 17—22. 

{t was not till near the close of the sixth century, that an instru- 
ment was raised up in the person of Gregory, who after his ele- 
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vation to the Pontificate, was known by the title.of St. Gregory 
the great. We are told that he was one day led into the market- 
place, at Rome, where some boys were exposed for sale like cat- 
tle, as was the custom every where, in that age. He was struck 
by their appearance, their fine clear skins, the beauty of their 
golden or flaxen hair, and their ingenious countenances, so that he 
asked from what country they came; being told they were An- 
gles, he played upon the word with a compassionate and pious feel- 
ing, and said, “* Well may they be so called, for they are like An- 
gels, and ought to be made coheriters with the Angels in heaven.” 
Then demanding from what province they were brought, the an- 
swer was, ** From Deira ;” and in the same humour he observed 
that rightly might this also be said, for de Dei ira, from the wrath 
of God, they were to be delivered. And when he was told their 
King was named A®Jla, he replied that Hallelujah ought to be sung 
in his dominions. . 

About seven years after, A. D. 593, Gregory sent forty Mission- 
aries into England with Augustine at their head, and in eighty- 
two years from the time of their arrival in Kent, Christianity be- 
came the religion of all the Anglo-Saxon states. 

The chapter upon the causes which promoted the success of 
Christianity among the Anglo-Saxons, is interesting and ingenious, 
and written in Mr. Southey’s best manner; a remark of Mr. 
Hume’s has nevertheless escaped him, namely, that the fair sex 
have had the merit of introducing the Christian doctrine into all 
the most considerable kingdoms of the Saxon Heptarchy. 

The Danes who possessed themselves, partly by treaty, and part- 
ly by conquest, of the principal part of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms 
and ultimately of the throne, we are told, ‘“* were far more fero- 
cious than those tribes who conquered the country from the Ro- 
mans and the Britons; and their insatiable appetite for war and 
carnage was inflamed by a wild and fierce mythology.” We think 
Mr. Southey has gone too far into the detail of the absurd religion 
of these Northern invaders, especially as he acknowledges that 
it cannot, at this distance of time, be determined how much of the 
fabulous superstructure was intended to be believed by those 
who framed it, or how much actually was believed. The account 
of their conversion is very brief. ‘*The Danes who settled in 
England became Christians by position and contact. Alfred with 
that wisdom which appeared in all his actions, compelled those 
whom he subdued to receive baptism. They who established 
themselves afterwards by conquest in the island, found it politick 
to receive the religion of the country. The change was no 
doubt accelerated by propagandists from the Anglo-Saxon Church ; 
but if there bad been great zeal or great success in their endeav- 
ours, some record of it would have been preserved.”—* Char- 
lemagne ard Otho the Great provided for the introduction of 
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their religion wherever they extended their conquests. By this 
policy, by the steady system of the Popes, the admirable zeal of 
the Benedictines, and by the blessing of God, which crowned all, 
the whole of the Scandinavian nations were converted about the 
time of the Norman conquest.” 

The connexion of Church and State in England can be traced 
back to the Anglo-Saxons. ‘ The Church government establish- 
ed by Augustine and his fellow labourers was that Episcopal form 
which had prevailed among the Britons, and which was derived 
from the Apostles in uninterrupted descent ****. Long before the 
kingdoms of the Heptarchy were united, a perfect union of their 
Churches had been effected, and perfect uniformity established, 
under the primacy of Canterbury, by the exertions of its seventh 
Archbishop, Theodore, a native, like St. Paul, of Tarsus, in 
Celicia * * **. The payment of tithes had at first been volunta- 
ry, though it was considered as a retigious obligation. King 
Ethelwolf, the father of Alfred, subjected the whole kingdom to 
it by a legislative act****. ‘The cathedral! was at first the only 
church, and it long continued to bethe mother church *** *, 
The other churches were at first regarded as chapels of ease to 
the Cathedral, and the officiating minister, as being the Bishop’s 
curate, was appointed by him,and removable at his pleasure ; this 
dependance was gradually loosened, till at length the Priest was 
held to possess a legal right in his benefice ; and Theodere, to 
encourage the building of churches, vested the patronage of 
them in the founder and his heirs* * **. Without the allotment of 
a house and glebe, no church could be legally consecrated * * * *, 
Tithes were universal throughout Christendom, and were receiy- 
ed into a common fund for the fourfold purpose of supporting 
the Clergy, repairing the Chureh, relieving the poor and enter- 
taining the pilgrim and the stranger* ***,. The ecclesiatical 
government was modelled in many respects upon the established 
forms of civi! polity; and as, among the Anglo-Saxons, the tith- 
ing-men exercised a salutary superintendence of every ten friborgs, 
so, in the church, Deans were appointed to superintend a certain 
number of parishes. ‘They held monthly chapters, corresponding 
to the Courts-Baron, and quarterly ones, which were more fully 
attended. At these chapters, all business which now belongs 
the Ecclesiastical Courts, was originally transacted; personal 
suits were adjusted, and wholesome discipline enforced, by sus- 
pending the offending clergy from their function, and the laymen 
from the sacraments. The brutal ferocity of the Danes in destroy- 
ing the monasteries for the booty usually found in them, in burn- 
ing the books then so rare and valuable which they contained, 
and in massacreing the scholars and teachers with which those 
institutions abounded, sufficiently explains the total loss of learn- 
ing in the Anglo-Saxon Church, at the time when Alfred succeed- 
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ed to the throne. There was not at that time a single Priest, 
south of the Thames, who understood Latin enough to construe his 
daily prayers. Alfred sent for a colony of Monks from France to 
remedy the evil, but it was not until many years after his death, 
that monarchism again began to flourish, through the growing 
ascendancy of the Benedictine order, and the exertions of Dun- 
stan, of whom Mr. S. says, “‘there is no individual in English 
history whose life more clearly illustrates the age of monastick im- 
position.” 

He was born in the reign of Edward the Elder, was a nephew 
of the Primate, and remotely allied to the royal family. He lived 
in the vicinity of Glastonbury, and became a pupil to the Monks 
of that institution, who contributed to their own support by educa- 
ting the children of the nobles. In sucha school local associations 
would produce and foster ardent enthusiasm, or audacious craft, 
according to the dispositions of the individual, A feeble body 
and a commanding intellect predisposed him for both in turn. He 
was of diminutive size from his birth, and was equally remarka- 
ble for dilligence in his studies, for his various accomplishments, 
and for manual dexterity. Mr. S. intimates, that he was a 
ventriloquist, and attributes several of his pseudo-miracles to that 
cause. Dunstan would in any age or station have been a remark- 
able man; but no times could have suited him so well as the 
dark age of priestcraft in which he flourished. Christianity, 
says Mr. S. in the days of Dunstan, was as much a system of 
priestcraft, as that which at this day prevails in Hindostan or 
Tibet. Severe as this remark is, the author immediately after- 
wards admits, that the Romish Church, defiled as it then was, 
was the salt of the earth, the sole conservative principle by 
which Europe was saved from the lowest and most brutal barbar- 
ism; and they who exerted themselves to strengthen its power, 
may have easily believed that they were acting meritoriously, 
even when their motives were most selfish, and the means, to 
which they resorted, most nefarious, 

In the history of Dunstan and Thomas a Becket, of their ambi- 
tion, their fiery spirits, their long quarrels with their sovereigns, 
and the effects of these violent controversies in promoting the 
papal usurpations, Mr. S. is very diffuse, and has well displayed 
his talents and research in the fidelity and interest for which these 
chapters are conspicuous. The life of Dunstan. says Mr. S. is 
thus given at length, because a more complete exemplar of the 
monkish character, in its worst form, could not be found :—be- 
cause there is scarcely any other miraculous biography in which 
the machinery is so apparent;—and because it rests upon such 
testimony, that the Romanists can neither by any subtlety rid them- 
selves of the facts, nor escape from the inevitable inference— 
they remain irrefragible proofs of the same fraudulent purpose. 
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the same audacity of imposture, the same system of ambition and 
deceit, which the Romish Church carried on every where till the 
time of the Reformation, and still pursues wherever it retains 
its temporal power or influence. 

Under a weak prince, Lanfranc, the first Norman Archbishop, 
might have borne a distinguished part, in furthering the usurpations 
of the Romish see; but he had to deal with William the Conqueror, 
who was able and resolute and violent, and their knowledge of 
each other served as a salutary restraint upon both. It is to be 
regretted, says Mr. S: that Lanfranc, to whom England is behold- 
en for the restoration of letters, and who was indeed the light of 
his age, should so far have partaken the spirit of the Romish 
Church, as to abet its fraudulent arts, if not actually to practice 
them himself. Two objects, however of considerable importance 
were effected during this primacy. One was the removal of 
Episcopal sees from those places which had fallen to decay, into 
prosperous and growing towns; the other was the establishment 
of one liturgy throughout the Kingdom. 

The struggle between the papal and royal authorities, did not 
impede the progress of those improvements which the Norman 
clergy introduced. The rigour, with which William Rufus and 
Henry I. reigned, preserved tranquillity. The introduction of 
painted glass, by making larger windows necessary, led to the 
perfection of church architecture. The ensuing reign of Ste- 
phen was as disgraceful to the hierarchy as it was disasterous to 
the realm. Whatever the Prelates asked, or Rome required, 
Stephen was ready to grant, and when Henry, II. the first of the 
Plantagenet kings, succeeded to the crown, the securities, which 
his ancestors had provided against ecclesiastical encroachment, 
had been all swept away. 

Much space is devoted to a very interesting account of the quar- 
rels and struggles of this monarch with Thomas, a Becket and 
the see of Rome; and the unfortunate and unadvised murder of 
Becket led to the final success of the papal usurpation in the 
reign of King John, his successor. 

Mr. Southey has done great justice to Archbishop Langton, for 
the part he took in conjunction with the Barons, in obtaining 
Magna Charter. “Those provisions,” says he “in the great 
Charter which related to the general good, and had their founda- 
tion in the principles of general justice were dictated by him, 
No man, therefore, is entitled to a higher place in English his- 
tory, for having contributed to the liberties of England than Ste- 
phen Lauton.” 

In the view of the papal system, to which Mr. Southey has 
devoted the tenth chapter of his work, while he paints this pro- 
digious structure of imposture and wickedness in all its parts, 
with the boldest strokes of his pencil, most persons will believe 
he has been sufliciently liberal in his acknowledgement of its util- 
ity in the frightful state of society which prevailed during the 
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dark ages. ‘Though in itself an enormous abuse, he declares it 
was the remedy for some great evils, the palliative of others. 
With all its errours, its corruptions, and its crimes, it was morally 
and intellectually, the conservative power of Christendom. Po- 
litically too, it was the saviour of Europe. Aware, however, 
of the justice of a sentiment he had expressed in an earlier chap- 
ter, that “next to the guilt of those who commit wicked actions, 
is that of the historian who glosses them over or excuses them,” 
Mr. Southey was constrained to-ay before his chapter closed, 
that “if the boundless credulity «tf mankind be a mournful sub- 


ject for consideration, as in tritn it is, it is yet more mournful to 


observe the profiigate wickedness with which that credulity has 
been abused. The Church of Rome appears to have delighted 
in insulting as well asin abusing it; and to have pleased itself 
with discovering how far it was possible to subdue and degrade 
the human intellect, as an eastern despot measures his own great- 
ness by the servile prostration of his subjects.” 

The sketch of St. Francis and the medicant orders is a bold 
outline, and as much as this work required in order to giveMr. 8. 
an opportunity to do justice to the great father of the Reforma- 
tion, John Wickliffe. ‘The Roman Church,” we are told, ** has 
stigmatized him as a heretick of the first class, but England and 
the Protestant world, while there is any virtue and while there is 
any praise, will regard him with veneration and gratitude.” “ A 
great and admirable man he was; his fame, bigh as it is, not 
above his deserts; and it suffers no abatement upon comparison 
with the most illustrious of those who have followed in the path 


which he opened. His writings were carried into Bohemia by. 


one of the natives of that country, whom the marriage of their 
Princess with Richard I}. brought into England. From the peru- 
sal of them, John Huss imbibed those opinions concerning the 
papal Church, for which he suffered heroically at the stake ;* * * * 
and Huss prepared the way for Luther.” 

Mr Southey’s account of Sir John Oldcastle, Lord Cobham, is 
very interesting and detailed. He differs much from Mr. Hume, 
who expressly charges this nobkeman with high-treason as_ well 
as heresy, and affirms he was hanged as a traitor. Mr. S. con- 
fesses that after his escape from the Tower, “ the ensuing trans- 
actions are inexplicably mysterious ;” butin a note he asserts, that 
‘he suffered as a heretick, not asa traitor; andthat his mdictment 
for high treason is a forgery ;’”’ and, Mr. Hume says the Lollards 
were every day increasing in the kingdoms and were become a 
formed party, which appeared extremely dangerous to the Church, 
and even formidable to the civil government; but Mr. Southey, 
while he admits that it may well be believed, “ that there were 
among them, some fanaticks who held levelling opinions in their 
utmost extent, an extremity the circumstances of the times were 
likely to produce, declares, that in all the records which remain 
of this persecution, in no one instance has the victim been charg- 
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ed with such principles; in every case, they were questioned 
upon those points which make the difference between the reform- 
ed and the Romish religion, and were sacrificed as burnt-offerings 
to the mass. He further informs us, that the civil wars, which in 
all other respects were so frightful to humanity, had the good 
effect of affording the Lollards a respite. ‘The very storm was 
their shelter.” But Henry the VII. when the struggle ceased, 
permitted the clergy to proceed against them with the utmost 
vigour. Joan Boughton, a lady of some quality, more than eighty 
years of age, and held in much reverence for her virtue, was the 
first female martyr in England. Her daughter, Lady Young, suf- 
fered the same cruel death afterwards at the stake with equal 
constancy ; and the daughter of William Tylesworth, being sus- 
pected of heresy, was compelled not only to witness his death, 
but with her own hands to set fire to him! * by such barbarities,” 
says Mr. 8. “ did the Romish Church provéke the indignation of 
God and man.” 

But the government of England, though it permitted and even 
encouraged persecution, never deviated, for any length of time, 
from that course of policy which Edward . had begun, for limiting 
the papal authority in the kingdom, and checking its extortions. 
‘Full efficacy,” says Mr S. “ to what he intended, was given by the 
statute of Premunire, in Richard the second’s reign, “the repeal 
of which the Popes could never obtain. Even the Lancasterian 
kings, while they endeavoured to root out Lollards with fire, ad- 
hered to the examples of their predecessors, in maintaining the 
rights of the crown. As early as Henry the Fourth’s time, the 
clergy were alarmed by notices, that the convent lands were in 
danger of being claimed by the state ; and when the wealth of 
the Church had once become an object ‘of cupidity to the govern- 
ment, the enemies, whom its corruptions had provoked, and its 
cruelties ~~4 incensed, were ready to league with any allies 
against it, and reform and spoliation went hand in hand.” 

While Mr. Southey seems to lament that by the suppression 
of the monasteries, many poor and impotent were deprived of 
support, many artificers and labourers thrown out of employ- 
ment, many schools of useful education broken up, many persons 
of studious and retired habits, of both sexes, cast adrift on the 
world, and many houses of hospitality closed; he subsequently 
admits, that in many of these communities, captious opposition, 
vexatious tyranny, cruel abuse of power, and the blackest and 
foulest crimes existed; but he still maintains that a certain num- 
ber should have been preserved for those purposes of real and 
undeniable utility connected with their original institution ; some, 
as establishments for single women, which the progress of socie- 
ty was rendering, in every generation, more and more needful : 
others, as seats of literature and religious retirement. Reformed 
convents, he thinks, would have been a blessing to the country. 

, (To be Continued.) 
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LITERARY AND PHILGSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


——_ 


CHARLESTON COLLEGE. 


A Catalogue of the Trustees, Facult 
and Students of the Charleston Col. 
lege, has recently been published. 
The number of Trustees is twenty one, 
embracing some of the most distin- 
guished men in South-Carolina and all 
laymen except the Rt. Rev. Dr. Bowen, 
Bishop of the Diocese. Connected 
with this institution, which has been 
recently revived under favourable aus- 
pices, is a Grammar School upon an 
extensive plan—-being divided into 
Lower English, Upper English and 
Clessical Schools. The number of pu- 
pils in these several departments is 
rising one hundred and sixty. A 
course of College studies having been 
instituted by order of the Trustees, 
commencing on the last Tuesday of 
October, which is hereafter to be the 
day on which the annual Commence- 
ment of the College shall be held, it is 
arranged that the head class of the 
Grammar School shall compose the 
Freshman class of the College, and be 
conducted through the studies at pre- 
sent assigned to that ~ 9g ep of the 
of the Grammar School. The officers 
of the College and Grammar School 
are seven in number. Rev. Jasper 
Adams, formerly a Professor in Brown 
University, is Principal, and Professor 
of Mathematicks, Natural Philosophy 
and Belles Lettres. During the Jun- 
ior and Senior years. Lectures are to 
be delivered on Natural Philosophy, 
Chemistry, on the Philosophy of baw 
guage, and some of the most import- 
ant ofthe Latin and Greek Classicks. 





BOWDOIN COLLEGE. 


A committee of the Maine legisla- 
ture made a report to that body a few 
days since, in which they state, that 
the annual income of the College is 
nine thousand and six hundred dollars, 
viz: from rents $100, Bank dividends 

1100, grant from the state 3000; term 

ills 4500, and interest 900 dollars ; 
and the annual expenditures nine thous- 
and five hundred and ten dollars. viz: 
for Salaries, Tuition, Funds to aid in- 
digent students, Religious and Moral 
Instruction, and incidental Charges ; 


leaving a balance of ninety dollars in 
favour of the College. The commit- 
tee further state, that a new building is 
much needed by the College, to be 
used for a Chapel, Library, Lecture 
Rooms, and Recitation Rooms: that 
the building now occupied as a Chapel 
and Library Room, is built of wood, 
is inconvenient, and does not afford 
sufficient accommodation for the stu- 
dents at chapel exercises, nor for the 
library. The committee estimate the 
expence of such a building as is re- 
quired for the purposes above stated, 
at eight thousand dollars. They also 
recommend the establishment of a 
Professorship of the modern tan- 
guages. 





BIBLE SOCIETIES, AND BISHOP RAVENS- 
CROFT. 

A Sermon preached before the Bible 
Society of North Carolina, on Sunday, 
Dec. 12, 1324, by the Right Rev. John 
S. Ravenscroft, Bishop of the Diocese 
of North Carolina, with an Appendix, 
is just issued from the Press at Raleigh 
in that state The Sermon is founded 
on Acts, chapter viii. verse 30 and 31— 
And Philip ran thither to him, and 
heard him read the Prophet Esaias ; 
and said, understandest thou whin thou 
readest ? and he said, how can I, ez- 
cept some man should guideme ? The 
sentiment, which the Bishop proposed 
to illustrate, and as deducible from the 
text, is this, that the principle recogni- 
zed and acted upon, by many Bible 
Societies, ‘‘ that the Scriptures are ex- 
clusively sufficient for their own inter- 
pretation,” is unfounded and danger- 
ous, and, ultimately, subversive of all 
revealed religion. He is of the opin- 
ion, that this principle implies an in- 
difference, what system of religious 
opinions we draw ao the Scriptures, 
and that we are equally safe, as re- 
gards another life, nnder an erroneous, 
as undera true interposition of the 
word of life—that, in an unlimited op- 
eration, it will exclude the other means 
of grace, preaching and the sacra- 
ments—and, that it even supposes the 
agency of the Holy Spirit unnecessary, 
to a right understanding of the Scrip- 
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tures—On the second day after the 
delivery of the sermon, the editor of 
the Raleigh Register, in noticing it, 
says “the Bishop did not, as is usual 
on such occasions, speak favourably 
of the Institution for which he had 
been invited to preach, but took an op- 
posite direction, denouncing Bible So- 
cieties in general as calculated to pro- 
duce injurious effects on pure Chris- 
tianity, as without a Teacher, the peo- 
ple at large could not read the Bible 
to advantage, and that distributing the 
Bible without comment, would tend 
only to increase that diversity of reli- 
gious opinion, which was already a 

reat evil.” To this statement the 
Bishop replied in the next Register 
that he did, “in no shape or sense, 
denounce Bible Societies in general. 
That his object was to demonstrate 
the erroneous and dangerous principle 
adopted, that the distribution of the 
Scriptures, without note or comment, 
isthe only just principle on which to 
disseminate Divine truth” Six com- 
munications relating to the subject, 
os succeeded each other, in the 

aleigh Register, which are published 
in the Appendix. Two of them by 
the Bishop, and the other four by per- 
sons, who misunderstood or did not 
approve the sentiments advanced in 
the sermon. ‘The controversy thus oc- 
casioned by the sermon led to its pub- 
lication. ‘To the sermon is prefixed a 
Preface of nearly three pages from 
which the following observations are 
selected. ‘ As it seems to be the de- 
termination of many, who write and 
speak on this subject, to denounce the 
author as an enemy to the distribution 
of the Scriptures; notwithstanding his 
express declaration to the contrary, he 
thinks proper to repeat, most solemnly, 
that the charge is wholly unfounded. 
Nor yet is the anthor opposed to the 
reading of the Scriptures without a 
commentator, as is falsely charged 
against him. On the contrary, he has 
many witnesses, how earnestly and re- 
peatedly, he presses the study of the 
word of God upon his hearers ; and it 
is his invariable rule, when consulted, 
with what commentator to begin read- 
ing the Scriptures, to answer, none, 
recommending to all, to be first well 
grounded in the Scriptures themselves, 


by reading, Meditation, and prayer, 
when a sound and judicious commen- 
tator may be helpful.” 





ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, ELIZABETHTOWN, 
NEW JERSEY. 

Historical Notices of St. John's 
Church Elizabethtown, N. J. have re- 
cently been published, in the form of a 
Sermon delivered in said church, No- 
vember 2ist, 1824, by the Rev. John 
C. Rudd, D. D. Rector—The Dis- 
course is creditable to the much re- 
spected author, in a literary point of a 
view; and the historical facts, with 
which it is principally made up, can- 
not fail to be interesting to all who 
love the Church, and es ecially to the 
members of that parish. We think 
much good might be done, if Histori- 
cal Notices of the Churches of our 
communion generally were to be pub- 
lished. In another part of this num- 
ber will be found an extract from Dr. 
Rudd's Sermon. 





NEW DICTIONARY. 


It is mentioned in the publick Jour- 
nals, that Noah Webster, Esq. is now 
in Europe superintending the publica- 
tion of his large dictionary. The fol- 
lowing is the title of the work—“‘ A 
Dictionary of the English Language, 
containing—1. The words used by the 
English nation and their decendants, 
from the age of Gower to the present 
time ; forming the most complete vo- 
cabulary of the language ever pub- 
lished. 2. A developement of the 
origin and primary sense of words, as 
far as these have been discovered, with 
anew exhibition.of affinities between 
the English and other languages. 
3. Definitions of words more full, pre- 
cise, and technical, than those of pre- 
ceding lexicographers ; illustrated by 
numerous examples. 4. The addition 
of new words which the modern dis- 
coveries and improvements in the sci- 
ences and arts, have introduced into 
respectable use. ‘To which is added in 
a separate volume, a Synopsis of the 
principal uncompounded or elementa- 
ry words, in more than twenty differ- 
ent lauguages, alphabetically arranged 
with numerous references to their res- 
pective aflinities.”’ 
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PROFANATION OF A CHURCH. 

The following account of the 
affecting profanation of St. John’s 
Church, Elizabethtown, N. Jer- 
sey, is from the Historical No- 
tices of that parish, by Dr. Rudd, 
recently published, and will con- 
vey to the minds of our readers 
an idea of the religious suffer- 
ings and privations to which our 
brethren were subjected, at the 
period of the American Revolu- 


tion. 

During the revolution, the™ state of 
the parish was truly deplorable. These 
walls resounded not with the voice of 
prayer or praise. For Many years no 
servant of the alter uttered the lan- 
guage of the Liturgy—no exposition 
of the terms of salvation was heard 
from the pulpit—no consecrated bread 
was broken at the alter—no cup of 
blessing was offered to the people. 
Of the members of the congregation 
that remained, some kept up their at- 
tachments and their sense of duty, by 
meeting at the parsonage, and per- 
haps at other places, where the ser- 
vice was read by some suitable per- 
son on Sunday, when the state of 
things would permit sufficient quiet- 
ness. As the town was sometimes 
occupied by the troops of England, 
and at others by the colonial forces, 
it was naturally to be expected that 
every thing would be exposed to depre- 
dation and violence. This little 
church had its full share of the evil. 
The fences of the grave yard like many 
others, were demolished, removed 
and burnt. Thus the enclosure for 
rotecting the repository of the dead, 
fey open to the range of beasts, and 
the unhallowed movements of men 
little better than they. The head 
stones of graves became fire places 
at which the soldier dressed his bone- 


ly meal, while larger monuments 
served as tables at which he partook 
of his frugal fare. While all around 
this edifice wore marks of wasting and 
destruction, the interior exhibited a 
scene of ruin not less distressing, to 
those who loved the courts of the 


Lord’s house, and delighted in the 
worship of his temple. Almost the 
whole of the inside work was destroy- 
ed; the seats and floor were all torn 
up and burned, and two attempts to 
burn the building by putting fire un- 
der the pulpit, were providentially 
defeated. The organ then in the 
church was demolished. and the metal 
pipes were converted into balls for 
the work of death. The bell was 
saved from similar treatment by the 
circumstance that no mode of easy ac- 
cess to it could be had. The dragoon 
who tethered his horse by day up- 
on the graves of the dead, led him by 
night within these walls, for a_ shel- 
ter from the storm. Such was the 
melancholy aspect of the temporal af- 
fairs of this parish at the termination 
of the war. 


INQUISITION. 

Letters from Madrid state that the 
efforts of the apostolick junta, which 
are constantly directed towards the re- 
establishment of the Inquisition, but 
have hitherto been opposed by cer- 
tain political considerations, will yet 
meet with full success, and that this 
tribunal of blood will soon be restored 
in Spain, perhaps in greater force than 
ever before. 

“The Bishops,” says one of these 
letters,“ will have each in his own di- 
ocese, a junta composed of eclesiasticks 
known for their devotion to the cause 
of the throne. This junta is to pro- 
nounce on offences against religion, 
adopting forms different from the an- 
cient, but not yet described. In the 
capital will c instituted a central 
junta of Inquisition, with the Arch- 
bishops of Toledo and St. James for 
chiefs. To this tribunal the former 
will send reports of the cases the 
try, and the judgements in each, aw | 
are not to be executed until notice is 
given of their approval.” 





CHRISTIANITY IN TURKEY. 

It is stated in a late London Paper, 
on the authority of a letter from Alep- 
po, that the Sultan has prohibited the 
selling or buying, in any part of the 
Turkish dominions, any Bibles, Testa- 
ments, or other religious books printed 
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in Europe; and has ordered that all 
such books found in the hands of Ma- 
hometans shall be burnt. It is stated 
that the Christians of Aleppo had been 
threatened with death in case of a 
refusal to deliver up the probhibited 
books. 





LEGACIES OF JAMES WILLS. 


Mr. James Wills, a grocer, who 
died in Philadelphia on Saturday Jan. 
22, left $5,000 to the Friends’ Asylum 
for Lunaticks ; &5,000 to the Magdalen 
Asy'um ; $1,900 to the Philadelphia 
Society for the establishment and sup- 
ort of charity schools; a valuable 
endl to the Orphan Society ; 2 houses 
to the Dispensaries; 8500 to each of 
the five monthly meetings in Phila- 
delphia ; three legacies of $1000 each, 
four of $100 each, and an annuity of 
#100 to individuals; and the residue, 
valued at from 860,000 to $70,000 to 
the city of Philadelphia, for the es- 
tablishment of a hospital, to be called 
Wiis’ Hospital. 


MUNIFICENCE. 
he Philadelphia Gazette, mentions, 
that Godfrey Haga of that city, who 
recently deceased, made by his last 
will the following disposition of his 
property—To the a fos- 
pital, $1000—to the Northern Dispen- 
sary, $1000-—+to the Southern Dispen- 
sary, 81000—to the Pennsylvania In- 
stitution for the Deaf and Dumb, $1000 
—tothe German Society, $2000—to 
the Bible Society, $4000—-to the 
Widow's Asylum, $5000—to the Or- 
phan Asylum, $10,000—to sundry 
persons, $50,500-—-to the Brethren’s 
Chureh, (the Moravian Church) in 
Philadelphia, $2,000—for the relief of 
superanuated preachers, their widows, 
and missionaries and their widows, be- 
longing to the Brethren’s Church, 
$6000—to the Society for propa- 
gating the Gospel among Heathen, 
$20,000. This constitutes a fund, 
the interest of which is to be ap- 
plied by the Society for the pur- 
pose of educating pious young men at 
Nazareth Hall for the Gospel Minis- 
try. 
The residue of his estate, valued at 
more than $200,000, is bequeathed to 
suid Society for Propagating the Gos- 


> 


pel among the Heathen, and to be 
appropriated from time to time as the 
Society shal! direct. 

Mr. Haga, who had no patrimonial 
estate, acquired his large fortune by 
industry and enconomy. Through- 
out life he sustained the character of 
a good man, (we use the word em- 
yhatieally,) and did not wait till the 
1our of death to become charitable. 
For his connexions, both in this coun- 
try andin Germany, he made provision 


while he was in the enjoyment of 
health. His donations for the relief 


of the poor, and to publick institutions 
were many and munificent. When the 
Brethren in Philadelphia, determined 
a few years ago, to rebuild their 
church, he gave them $5000; and 
those who were best acquainted with 
him, say, that from the time of Mrs. 
Haga’s death, to the period of his own 
dissolution, he expended in charity 
more than $100,000. 


WORTHY OF IMITATION. 


On the cover of the London Mis- 
sionary Register for October last, there 
is the following acknowledgement of 
a donation to the Church Missionary 
Society. “Thank offering to God for 
deliverence from eminent peril, 1000/.”’ 
This reduced to our currency is nearly 
$4450. This is a noble way of show- 
ing gratitude to God for his particu- 
lar mercies, for independent of the of- 
fering up of the heart to his love and 
service, what can testify a better state 
of feeling than a willingness to devote 
a portion of our worldly goods to the 
advancement of his cause among 
men? Let those who have experi- 
enced any special marks of God’s 
Providential care in deliverance from 
dangers, by sea or land, in restoration 
from sickness, &c, think of the above 
example, and learn a valuable lesson. 





THE REV. MR. VAUGHAN. 


It is mentioned in Dr. Rudd’s His- 
torical Notices of St. John’s Church 
Elizabethtown, N. J. that the Rev. Mr. 
Vaughan, one of the first Ministers of 
that Parish, and who also acted as 
a Missionary in the adjacent places, 
baptized, in the space of two vears, 556 
children, and 64 adults. 
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MISS THERESA J. DE TOLLENARE. 

This Lady made a valuable 
Bequest to the Protestant Epis- 
copal Society for the Advance- 
ment of Christianity in South Ca- 
rolina, and to the Orphan House 
of the City of Charleston, in that 
state. The following Inscription 
is designed to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of so munificent an 
act of Christian beneficence. 


Chis tHarblie 


Commemorative of the Beneficence of 
Miss Theresa J. De Tollenare, 


Is erected by City Council of Charleston, 
AND THE 
Protestant Episcopal Society for the 
_ Advancement of Christianity in 
South Carolina, 
AS A MEMORIAL 


Of their grateful sense of her dis- 
tinguished 
CHARITY. 

This Exemplary Lady, prompted by a 
truly Christian philanthropy be- 
queathed a considerable part 
of her Fortune to these 


INSTITUTIONS. 
The Widow and Orphan will bless 
her Memory. 
Miss De T. left upwards of $14,000 to 
the two 


INSTITUTIONS. 


The Board of Trustees to the 
Protestant Episcopal Society for 
the Advancement of Christianity 
in South Carolina, at the four- 
teenth Anniversary of that Insti- 
tution, made the following ob- 
servations, which we here intro- 
duce into the pages of the Ad- 
vocate, in order, if possible, more 
deeply to interest the feelings of 
our readers in regard to a_ sub- 
ject intimately connected with 
the future prosperity of our 
Church. 


The Society have, long since, been 
made acquainted with the liberal, and 
very acceptable bequest of Miss T. J. 
De Totienare to the Orphan House 
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and this Institution, in equal shares. 
Her memory has been often blessed by 
the Trustees, and frequently, hereafter, 
will it be blessed, in publick and in pri- 
vate, by the members and other friends 
of our Society. We desire not that 
such as have only a competency, laid 
up for their families, should emulate 
such an example. But we believe 
there are many, who, in a few years, - 
could spare their overflowing 

coffers, a sufficiency to render them, 
not only the imitators, but the rivals 
of this lady’s munificence. Charity 
moves in a more exalted sphere, and 
accomplishes more expansive and 
permanent good, when, besides 
the contribution for the current years 
she prepares with liberal foresight, 
the means of future usefulness. — 
Doubtless, there are several, who 
could well afford from the large in- 
crease of a single season, to go and do 
likewise. Doubtless, there are more, 
who, if they adopt the resolution, to 
make a correspondent acknowledge- 
ment, for the wealth bestowed on 
them by Providence, could in a few 
years, without embarressment to them- 
selves, or injustice to their famillies, 
not only imitate, but surpass the lib- 
eralty of our departed benefactress. 
To such persons, we feel permitted to 
say, that the earth will bring forth her 
inerease, more abundantly for them, 
if such be their works of faith and 
love; for the Scriptures themselves 
have said “honour the Lord with thy 
substance, and with the first fruits of 
all thine increase ; so shall thy barns 
be filled with plenty, and thy presses 
shall burst out with new wine.” To 
such persons, we feel ourselves, more 
over, privileged to say,that such acts 
performed in the fear of God, and 
with good will towards men, show 
forth pre-eminently, the faith of the 
doer by his works, and will be 
sources of hidden consolation and 
strength, in the hour of trial and in 
the day of affliction. 





MILITARY ACADEMY AT WEST POINT. 

The Rev. Charles P. M'livaine, Rec- 
tor of a Church in Georgetown, D. C. 
and now Chaplain of the United States 
Senate, has recently been appointed 
Professor of Ethicks and Belles Let- 
tres and Chaplain in the Military Acad- 
emy at West Point. 








